Issue 12 – 27th July 2022
Kia ora whānau, greetings to our families and friends
Na, i te wā, i te hotoke, o te takurua o Pipiwai
Now, in the time of winter, the winter of Pipiwai
I looked up ‘pipiwai’ (I recommend https://maoridictionary.co.nz as a super-quick way to find the meaning
of words in Māori) and discovered it means, damp, swampy, humid, so, yep, that describes us pretty well
just now, I reckon.
Thank you for returning your children to school rested and refreshed. We are pitching into what is often a
very busy and productive term at school, with many positive learning experiences. Here’s an off-the-cuff list
of what’s happening around here in term three:
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Perceptual Motor Programme for Piwakawaka: Mon-Wed mornings.
programme that develops motors skills and coordination.
Toroa sports rotation - Mon afternoons
No Child Left Inside - Thurs mornings for Matai syndicate children
Learning Conferences - Mon 1 & Tues 2 August
Photos Thursday 11 August
Toroa Team Event Wed 10 August
PTA Quiz Fri 12 August
Arbor Day Tues 16 August
Book Week 22-26 August
Literary Quiz Thurs 25 August
Coronation forest planting Mon 5 September
Totara syndicate production Wed 14 - Fri 16 September
Solander inter-primary school ski championship 14 September
Nelson/Marlborough Lit Quiz Fri 16 September
Year 3-4 hockey tournament Tues 20 September
Waimea Kāhui Ako culture festival Thurs 22 September
Year 5-6 hockey tournament Tues 27 September
Tennis skills Fri 16, 23, 30 September

This is an exercise

It’s not a complete list by any stretch, so keep checking your emails and other communications from your
children’s teachers for more news.
Masks are back - for a while
As you know, we have reintroduced mask-wearing during class time, following guidance from the Ministries
of Education and Health. Our mask rules are:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Children in years 5 & 6 must wear a mask in class
Children in year 4 are strongly encouraged to wear masks in class
Staff working with children in years 4-6 must wear masks in class
All visitors to school must wear a mask
Children in years 1-3 do not need to wear masks, but will be supported to
do so if their families want them to
6.
Staff working with year 1-3 children may wear masks at their discretion.

7.

The rules do not include situations where mask wearing isn’t practical, or
where it will have a significant impact on teaching and learning
8. Children who have an exemption card or a letter from their health provider,
or who we have agreed with the family that mask wearing is not practical
for them, will be supported to not wear a mask. No child will be made to
wear a mask or to feel awkward for not doing so.
9. Families are expected to provide masks. We have stocks of child-size masks
at school that we will provide to children who need them.

We have suspended assemblies at present but continue to operate other school activities as normal.
At this stage, the change applies until Friday 19 August, and will be reviewed as we receive further guidance
from the Ministries of Health and Education.
Thank you for supporting this necessary health measure.
Have you booked your learning conference?
Monday 1 August, 3.10pm - 8.00pm
Tuesday 2 August, 3.10pm - 5.30pm
(Wednesday 3 August - Kereru team only)
The website will be open for bookings from Tuesday 26th August until 12:00pm on Monday
1st August 2022.

1.

Go to the website www.schoolinterviews.co.nz

2.

The unique Wakefield School code is:
Vh7bn

3.

You will need to enter;
 Parent/Caregiver Name
 Email address (if you have one)
 How many children you are booking for
Student(s) Name
Yr Level
Teaching Team
Select which day/date you would like and the time.
Note: If you do not receive the confirmation email in your ‘inbox’ please also
check your ‘junk folder’ as the filters on your computer may not recognise the
email.
To make a booking if you do not have access to the internet: If you do not have access to the
internet at home you are welcome to phone the school office on 541 8332 between 8.30am – 3.00pm
to arrange a booking.
This year it’s super-important you attend a learning conference because this is when we will complete your
child’s report that came home at the end of term two. It’s where we fill in the gap in the report - the Meeting
Notes section.
We’ve done the report this way to make it more purposeful and more aligned with our commitment to homeschool partnership. At the learning conference the teacher will share up-to-date information about your
child’s progress, you’ll say what you think about how your child’s going, together you can celebrate the
achievements your child has made and then set learning goals for the rest of the year that both home and
school agree are important. This way we hope the report becomes a more useful document to guide future
learning.
You will receive a completed copy of the report a few days after the learning conference.

We did the same with the mid-year report in 2020 after the first Covid lockdown and received positive
feedback from parents, encouraging us to repeat it. We’ll be interested to know what you think once the
process is completed.
Wakefield School’s AED
At the end of term two we received our new Automatic External Defribillator (AED), which is now installed
outside the office entry door.
We are very grateful to the anonymous local donor who funded the AED, and to the following who made it
happen:


Embracing Hearts A terrific organisation dedicated to getting AEDs into schools



St John Tasman/West Coast. They supported the installation and have committed to providing free
servicing.



Heartkids New Zealand, the Parr family and Laurel Ketel.

We can all support these organisations to continue their great work in our community. Please read the
information pamphlet from St John in this newsletter to see the benefits of joining their supporter scheme
(heads-up: a family subscription for one year practically covers the cost of a single emergency ambulance
callout).
We’re offering AED training
St John have offered to run their Ngā Tohu Whakaora e 3 - Three Steps for Life Awareness Session for
staff, parents and whānau. The three steps are how to confidently respond when somebody has a cardiac
arrest by:
 Calling 111
 Starting CPR
 Using and AED
If you would like to do the Awareness Session contact the school office. The session lasts an hour
and is free.
Have a great couple of weeks.

Peter Verstappen

SCHOOL BOARD ELECTIONS: NOMINATIONS FROM 15 JULY

It’s board election time again. Next term we will be electing board members for the next three years.
Nominations will open for the election of 5 parent representatives to the school board no later than 15
July. NOTE: This starts during the school holidays.
The returning officer for the triennial board election is Vicky Edwards. She can be contacted at
vicky.edwards@wakefield.school.nz.
The timetable for the election is:
Main Roll closes:
Call for Nominations:
Supplementary Roll closes:
Nominations close:

Wednesday 13 July
No later than 15 July.
Monday 1 August
Wednesday 3 August

If there are more nominations than vacancies, then parents and caregivers will receive an invitation to vote
either electronically or by post.
Voting starts:
Election day is:
Voting count:
New board in place:

Wednesday 10 August
September 7
Tuesday 13 September
Wednesday 14 September.

Nominations can be made online through an email link provided in the Call for Nominations.
However, a hard copy nomination form can also be obtained from the school office.
If you wish to stand for the board, it is recommended that you provide a candidate statement and photograph.
The electoral roll will be held at the school and can be viewed during normal school hours.

Learn More About the Role of School Boards from the NZ School Trustees Association
Our Community Member Guide to the Role of School Boards provides information on what school boards are, the role
of members, and how to become a board member.
On Thursday July 21st at 7pm NZSTA will also be hosting a Kōrari Question and Answers session. This will provide
an opportunity for people ask questions directly from our regional advisors. This is a free event, anyone with an
interest in the work of school boards can register online here.

TWILIGHT GALA

Wakefield School
Twilight Gala

Saturday 5 November, 3:00pm – 6:30pm
Planning is underway for our School Gala to be held on Saturday, 5 th November. A gala is run on People
Power. We need your help to make it awesome.
For those who are new to Wakefield School: The PTA run a gala each year as the major fundraising event.
This year the PTA and the Board of Trustees have teamed up to work together to deliver the gala.
In 2022 the funds raised at the gala will be used to boost learning support for students, by paying for more
teacher aide time and increasing specialist programmes in reading, phonics and mathematics. Our
experienced and professional teacher aide team adds great value to children's progress and achievement,
and the extra funding from the gala will help us achieve our goal to expand this resource.
But it’s not just about the money, it’s also a fantastic day for the whole Wakefield Community. It takes
several months and many hours work for the gala team with planning, collecting, sorting, cooking, sourcing
sponsors, manning stalls, set up and clean up. We need lots of assistance to make it a success and the gala
is an opportunity to get involved with your school. We would love you to be a part of the excitement.

HOW YOUR CHILD CAN GET INVOLVED
In the lead up to the gala, and on the day, there are several ways that your child can get directly involved
and we will share more on this over the coming weeks.
1. Poster/Picture Competition - The first opportunity will be with our Gala Poster/Picture Competition.
In a few weeks your child will bring home a poster template. We would love to see their fantastic
artwork displayed advertising the school gala. All completed artwork will go into the draw for some
fantastic prizes. These children’s winning posters will be enlarged and photocopied to be put on
display. And of course, you can photocopy your childs poster and stick it up anywhere you can think
of to help us advertise our event.
2. Weekly Draw - By dropping off donations of books, clothes, garage sale items, plants, soft toys or
items to make up mystery bags, your child will get their name entered into our weekly draw. Items
can be dropped off at the shed next to the hall. Your child's name will be entered into a ‘hat’ which
will be drawn each week during assembly to win a mystery bag! AND your child can have multiple
entries. For example, if they donate some books and clothes, they get 2 entries. Names will stay in
the ‘hat’ until the week before the gala.
We hope the children enjoy participating in the success of the gala in the above ways.

HOW YOU CAN GET INVOLVED
As mentioned above, any good fundraising event relies on people power. We have therefore allocated
members of our PTA, and/or “Friends of the PTA” to co-ordinate an area of the gala. If you are interested in
helping in a particular area, or have an idea you wish to share, or a good/service you can offer, please make
contact with the relevant people. We will be asking for help in a more formal way closer to the gala, but you
don’t have to wait until then…
KIDS ACTIVITIES
: Dale MacDonald Ph 021 329 893, Email dale_tye@hotmail.com
Always lots of fun, we need plenty of helpers and creative ideas. If you think you could help, please feel free
to contact Dale and her team.
FOOD & BEVERAGES
: Bruce Puklowski Ph 541 8332, Email
bruce.puklowski@wakefield.school.nz
We have a myriad of food and beverage stalls on the day which require manning, and in some instances prep
beforehand, whether it is baking a cake, or cutting up onions. If you can help or have a contact that you
think can help, let Bruce know. He is particularly keen to hear from you if you have a coffee cart, or can
provide some lamb, pork or can make whitebait patties or toffee apples.

SEEDLINGS & PRODUCE/TREES AND SHRUBS
: Fleur Creedmoore Ph 027 325 3361, Email
brad.fleur@xtra.co.nz
If you are green fingered, please look at what’s in your garden that you could divide or for seedlings that
have popped up, or other produce that you could donate for sale. In addition if you have a nursery contact,
or wish to help in this area, we would be happy to hear from you.
BOOKS
: Sylvia Huxtable Ph 021 149 6995, Email syl.hux@gmail.com
We require good quality books for both adults and children, as well as some help sorting books. These must
be dropped to the school, no pickup available. No study or school books, magazines, videos, DVD’s,
CD’s or console games.
CLOTHING

: Jenny Lines Ph 027 432 8936,
Email jennylines@live.com
We are on the lookout for quality pre-loved Men's, Women's and
Children's garments for our "Funky not Junky" clothing stall at
this years Gala. This is the perfect time to spring clean the
wardrobes and consider donating to this great cause. All of the
proceeds from the stall will go to the school and anything not
sold on the day will be donated to charity. Please ensure all
garments are clean and tidy before donating.
MYSTERY BAGS
: Contact To be Confirmed
These are so popular with the kids and often sell out within the first hour! We are looking for donations such
as hair ties, pencils, rubbers, stickers, stationary, small toys etc. which we can then use to make up bags.
GARAGE SALE
: Contact TBA
If you are having a clean out and you or family/friends have clean, good quality, white elephant items to
donate, we would be happy to receive them. Contributions can be brought to the garage beside the hall at
the start of Term 4. We are currently looking for someone to coordinate this area so if you are into browsing
second hand stores, you might be just who we are looking for. Unfortunately we cannot accept
electronic items including TV’s, stereos, etc or mattresses.
TOYS
: Sonja Hamilton Ph 021 046 6465, Email sonniehamilton@gmail.com
In previous years we have had an amazing selection of quality toys donated to sell. Please ensure items sent
are clean and complete. We need help with setting up and selling on the day and some help sorting toys
would be good too.
SILENT AUCTION
: Ryan Edwards Ph 027 556 6924, Email rizzedwards@gmail.com
We require lots of new Items, Gift Packages or Vouchers for this. If you own a business this is a good way to
get your name seen at the gala as well as being included in our gala correspondence and on our website. Ask
anyone else you know who might be willing to donate. We also need several people who are prepared to do
some ringing around for us to source items so if you think this sounds like something you could help with,
contact Ryan, he will be pleased to hear from you.
CAFÉ/BAKE SALE
: Contact TBA
We will be having a bake sale, so lookout for Emma’s posters around the school next term where she will be
asking all those bakers out there to get your ovens on, and provide some fantastic baking that you have been
practicing during lockdown. We are looking for someone to coordinate this area of the gala for us too.
OTHER WAYS TO HELP
If you happen to have any extra fabric or paper shopping bags, or packing boxes lying around, we will gladly
take these off your hands. Please feel free to contact Sonia Emerson 021 221 1009 or email
allaccountsmatter@gmail.com with these and any other general queries you may have. We understand some
families can’t give financially and some are time poor, but we hope everyone will offer to help in some way
to make this an amazing school and community event. Even if you can only give an hour or two on gala day
or in the weeks before we would love to hear from you. Every little bit helps.

LIBRARY
Book Week
This is a very busy term in the library, with book week running from 22nd – 26th August. This year the theme
is “Out of this World”, with a focus on space and science fiction. There will be a Scholastic Book Fair running
in the library in conjunction with book week. Parents and students will be able to purchase books and the
school will earn a percentage of the book sales which will be used to purchase more books for the library.
Overdue books
Most students did a great job of getting their books back to the library after the holiday period. It’s not too
late to return Holiday Reading Challenge logs to the library to be in the draw to win one of our fabulous
prizes. All forms need to be returned by Thursday afternoon.
Our overdue emails are automated. We do sometimes make mistakes, so if you think that your child/children
have returned the items, please let me know.
Below are some images of the children enjoying the library over the last few days

Thanks
Kathy Ameen

NEW STUDENTS

Welcome to new students and families, we hope you are settling in and will enjoy
your time at Wakefield School.
Harvey Baker
Abel Asomua-Gardiner

SPORT
There are a number of tournaments this term for students in years 3-6. Please check the school calendar for
dates. These tournaments are a great opportunity for students to try sports they may not have done before.
For any further information, please contact Kathy Ameen in the library.

Years 3-4 taking part in a lunchtime mini ball game run by our senior sports committee.
Cross Country
Congratulations to all our runners who took part in the Waimea Cluster Cross Country and the Regional Cross
Country out at Rabbit Island at the end of last term.
Waimea Cluster Cross Country Results
Year 5 &
Under Girls
Zoe Malham

Place
1

Year 5 & Under
Boys
Kurt Dobson

Place
4

Year 6 Girls
Kobie Kindley
Tayla Olaman

Place
2
4

Year 6 Boys
Liahn McKenna

Regional Cross Country Results
Zoe Malham – 4th Place.
Year 4 Girls – 2nd in Team Event: Zoe Malham, Lexa Dephoff, Mila Pyers, Holly Edwards.

Place
3

SINGING AND PIANO LESSONS

Margy has a few spots for piano tuition and singing for Term 3.

Wakefield School Music Programme
Enrolment Form 2022
Name/s:...................................................................................................................
Year:.......................................

Room: ………………………..

Caregiver/Parent: ……………………………………………………………………….
Email:......................................................................................................................
Contact Phone Number (for leaving a message):........................................................
Tick the box for the lessons you would like to enrol for
Prices based on lessons per week.
Group Vocal Lessons 20 minutes $20/lesson - $200 per term.
Piano Keyboard 20 minutes $20.00/lesson - $200 per term.

IMPORTANT DATES

01st & 2nd August

Learning Conferences

08th August

PTA Meeting – 7pm

11th August

School Photos

12th August

PTA Quiz – 6pm – 10pm

16th August

Year 5&6 Netball Tournament – Saxton Netball Courts

18th August

Year 5&6 Netball Tournament – Postponement Date

22nd – 26th August

Book Week

25th August

BOT Meeting - 5:30pm

31st August

Year 6 Visit from WIS

05th September

Coronation Tree Planting Day

05th September

PTA Meeting – 7pm

07th September

Wig Wednesday

14th September

Solander Inter Primary School Ski Championship

14th – 16th September

Totara Syndicate Production

16th August

Arbour Day

16th September

Nelson/Marlborough Lit Quiz

20th September

Year 3&4 Hockey Tournament – Saxton Hockey Pavilion

22nd September

Waimea Kahui Ako Culture Festival

22nd September

Year 3&4 Hockey Tournament – Postponement Date

22nd September

BOT Meeting – 5:30pm

27th September

Year 5&6 Hockey Tournament – Saxton Hockey Pavilion

29th September

Year 5&6 Hockey Tournament – Postponement Date

30th September

End of Term 3

17th October

Start of Term 4

Kindo – School Payments Online

COMMUNITY NOTICES

