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PRINCIPAL
Kia ora
As winter grabs us by the throat today, let’s remember autumn for a moment in this lovely poem by Cole in
Year 3:
Leaves fall off the trees
Into the gutter
Autumn leaves flutter and flutter
Into the stream they go
Thanks Cole, I already miss those golden autumn days we’ve enjoyed for so long.
Winter ills
Thank you for supporting us by keeping your child at home if he/she is unwell. As we’re still working through
Covid along with the usual illnesses, this winter will be more complicated and we appreciate your help in
keeping our people as healthy as possible.
Speaking of Covid
That said, our Covid cases continue to be very low at present among the children, which is good news for our
families and community.
Among the staff, we seem to have 3-4 people away at any time; enough to cause challenges trying to find
relieving teachers (who are really scarce). Again, thanks to our children and you for patience as we do our
best to keep our learning programmes running smoothly. If your child’s teacher is away and you need to
communicate with school, please contact the office.
Notifying absences
While we’re mentioning contacts, thank you for making sure you tell us when your child will be absent from
school. Our office staff are very diligent in following up unexplained absences, but it’s not the best use of
their time, so help them by always telling us when your child is absent. A phone message or email is all it
takes.
Staff training day this Friday
Why are we closing the school this Friday? It’s useful that you know.
Friday is one of the occasional days we’ve taken in recent times for staff training. These days support the
work we do at our regular after-school professional development meetings.
We’re focusing our training in two areas:
• Reading
• Local curriculum
•
This Friday we will work on reviewing and improving how we teach reading, a two-year process we began in
term one, working with Jacqui Clayton, a specialist reading advisor with a nationwide company, Evaluation
Associates. Jacqui’s time is paid by the Ministry of Education through contestable funding we secured at the

end of 2021. Jacqui has been visiting regularly, observing lessons and talking with teachers about our reading
programmes. With her guidance and challenge we’re looking at what we do well, where our gaps are and
how to improve, so your child gets the best possible reading education.
Our local curriculum work is Te Whare Matauranga - our wellbeing curriculum - which you’ve seen regularly
in this newsletter. We’ve been developing this since late 2020, working with Keryn Hooker from ImpactEd,
and will continue to focus on it for some time to come. You can see our local curriculum document on the
news page of our website and we welcome your feedback and questions.
Local Curriculum development is part of the national Curriculum Refresh project, which is a top priority for
the Ministry of Education (you can read more about the Curriculum Refresh here), and I can tell you, without
bragging, that we are well ahead of the game in this.
All Blacks visiting Wakefield School. Yes, true!!!
If you’ve read this far, you are rewarded with this exciting bit of news: on Monday 20 June we will host All
Blacks Anton Lienart-Brown, Joe Moody and one other mystery AB for the morning.
How come? Well, it’s thanks to Wakefield Four Square who ran a promotion last year, and a couple of
grandparents who entered the competition, nominated our school - and won! Thanks heaps!
The ABs and a team of supporters will be at school from 9.15 - 11.30ish, running activities for the children
and hosting breakfast, courtesy of Weetbix. Parents and whānau are welcome; join us for brekkie, hang out
with the big guys and try some physical challenges. A film crew from the What Now TV programme will cover
the event
Put that in your diary!
El Gregoe Visit Next Friday
Speaking of diary dates, next Friday we see a return of our favourite performer, El Gregoe, with his magic
show, amazing birds and cool messages about creating positive behaviour and a bully-free environment.
This year the show is totally funded by our PTA (thanks guys!) and the Board of Trustees (thanks to you
too!).
A Poetic Bookend
We started this newsletter with a poem, so let’s finish with one. This is from Maggie who, like Cole, is in Year
3. Must be something in the water.
Little Cats
Meow meow meow
Little cats
Meow meow meow
All go flat
Meow meow meow
Out the flap
Meow meow meow
Dash dash dash
Meow meow meow
In the flap
Meow meow meow
A snoozy nap
Brilliant!
Thanks for reading - now read on, there’s more good stuff in this newsletter
Have a beaut week,

Peter Verstappen
Principal
peter.verstappen@wakefield.school.nz

FROM THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES
Recapitation
After a recent meeting with the local Ministry of Education (MOE) regional manager regarding the
recapitation, the Board decided it's a good time to update you.
The meeting was extremely positive and we're still on track to begin in 2024. The MOE have some internal
processes that require completion, with final approval still to come from the Minister of Education, but we're
assured by the regional manager that this will be in our favour. We told them we want the decision confirmed
by the beginning of term four this year to help our planning.
We discussed the terms we requested from the MOE, and again received positive responses to these,
including that families can still choose Waimea Intermediate as an option for 2024-2025, after which we will
be removed from WIS's enrolment zone (families will continue to be eligible to apply to WIS for out-of-zone
enrolments).
Please note that nothing is confirmed until the Minister approves the change. In the meantime, Peter and
the staff are starting to make plans for the recapitation and will work with the Board of Trustees on
these. We'll keep you updated as we continue to move through this process.
Board Elections
I also bring to your notice that we have the board of trustee elections coming up later this year. With
recapitation looming, and other major changes happening around the New Zealand Curriculum, school
charters and funding, it's going to be a significant few years for Wakefield School. If you think you'd like to
step up to school governance feel free to contact me, Peter, or one of the other current trustees to talk about
the role. You can also find very useful information on the New Zealand School Trustees
Association website: You are welcome to attend a board meeting to find out more about how we work. Our
next meeting is Thursday 23 June, at 5.30pm, in the staff room. See the election timeline below.
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LIBRARY
We really need some help with shelving books in the library, either first thing in the morning or towards the
end of the day, but this isn’t set in stone. We have a large number of books which come through our system
and we are struggling to keep up with getting them back on the shelves.
If you have some time to spare, we would gratefully appreciate your help. Please pop in and see Kathy in
the library if this is something you can help with.

SPORTS
Wakefield School X-Country
The whole school cross country takes place next Wednesday 8th June. We will meet on the hardcourt at
11.00am in our year groups before walking down to Faulkner’s Bush picnic area. Races are scheduled to
start at approximately 11.15am.
Years 4 to 6 will run a 2km course, all other year groups will be shorter courses. Parents will be able to
watch from within Faulkner’s Bush. The start and finish line will be set up within the picnic area.
There will be no parking in the picnic area. Please park on the grassy verge outside Faulkner’s
Bush, across the road at the domain/tennis courts or at the school.
The order of races is as follows.
1. Year 0/1 Girls
2. Year 0/1 Boys
3. Year 2 Girls
4. Year 3 Boys
5. Year 4 Girls
6. Year 4 Boys
7. Year 5 Girls
8. Year 5 Boys
9. Year 6 Girls
10. Year 6 Boys
If the weather is wet we will call a postponement before 9.00am and the event will be moved to Friday
10th June. If this day is also wet we will run the year 4-6 races in the afternoon between 2.00and 3.00pm
at Faulkner’s Bush.
As we are expecting quite a bit of rain over the next week I suggest a change of shoes for after the races
on Wednesday.
Our fastest year 6 and year 5 & under, boys and girls, will go on to compete in the Waimea South Cluster
cross country at Rabbit Island the following week. They will receive a notice informing you about this if they
successfully make the team.
Finally, we do need help with Marshalling at this event. If you are able to help with this, please contact
Kathy Ameen in the library. kathy.ameen@wakefield.school.nz
All students are expected to take part in this event. We look forward to seeing you and your whanau there.
Netball & Miniball Registration Fees
All Netball & Miniball fees are now due. These can be paid at the office or online. If you pay online please
make sure you reference the sport and your child’s name.

NEW STUDENTS

Welcome to new students and families, we hope you are settling in and will enjoy
your time at Wakefield School.
Poppy Mensforth

KERERU AUTUMN POEMS

Leaves flutter and swish.
I hear it is autumn.
I wonder if the leaves blow?
The leaves are raspberry red.
Rustle, rustle, “A cat” I whisper
to myself. The cat has kittens.
By Esmae
Flutter, flutter, flutter go the leaves.
Crunch crunch crunch go the leaves.
It is Autumn now.
By Marne

Kindo – School Payments Online

IMPORTANT DATES

03rd June

Teacher Only Day

06th June

Queen’s Birthday Holiday

08th June

Wakefield School Cross Country – 11am

10th June

Wakefield School Cross Country – Postponement Date

13th June

PTA Meeting – 7pm

20th June

All Blacks Visit

22nd June

Matariki Celebration 5pm – 8pm

23rd June

Waharoa Opening

23rd June

BOT Meeting – 5:30pm

24th June

Matariki Holiday

04 July

PTA Meeting – 7pm

08th July

End of Term 2

25th July

Start of Term 3

08th August

PTA Meeting – 7pm

11th August

School Photos

12th August

PTA Quiz – 6pm – 10pm

25th August

BOT Meeting - 5:30pm

05th September

PTA Meeting – 7pm

16th September

Nelson/Marlborough Lit Quiz

22nd September

BOT Meeting – 5:30pm

30th September

End of Term 3

17th October

Start of Term 4

COMMUNITY NOTICES

NELSON SUBURBS FOOTBALL CLUB
SCHOOL HOLIDAY PROGRAMME
Great news!! We are pleased to announce that we will be running another one of our fabulous school holiday
programmes in JULY. Our holiday programmes are very popular so be sure to get in early and register. Details
are as follows:
SCHOOL HOLIDAY PROGRAMME (3 DAYS)

WHEN: WEDNESDAY 20TH – FRIDAY 22ND JULY 2022
WHERE: Saxton Field
TIME: 9.00am-12.00pm
AGE: 7-14 year olds (Boys & Girls)
COST: $35.00 per day (admin fees apply)
PLEASE NOTE: Girls have the option to be part of an “All Girls” group.
Please visit our website www.nelsonsuburbs.co.nz to REGISTER. Click on Programmes and scroll down to
Holiday Programmes.
Please note – payment must be made to complete the full registration process.
For further information please contact Sandy on 0275525668 or at sandy@nelsonsuburbs.co.nz.
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