Issue 05 – 31st March 2022

PRINCIPAL
Dear Parents and Families
As you know, we are now in the thick of the Covid outbreak. Over the past five school days the average
number of daily student absences has been 74, with a high of 91 on Monday and low of 63 last Friday. We
have had 7 staff away on most days this week, including 5 teachers and 2 teacher aides. This raises some
challenges for learning programmes and management, but we are coping, and I thank families for your part
in this. You can continue to help by:




Being extra careful about keeping your child at home if he/she is unwell
Telling us promptly if your child needs to isolate at home, either as a Covid case or a household contact
Maintaining good safe hygiene habits; washing, using hand sanitiser, coughing/sneezing into the
elbow, keeping rooms well ventilated and using masks.

Vicky and Allison in the school office are keeping a close track on Covid absences and return dates at the end
of isolation. You can expect to be contacted by them the day before your child is due to return to school.
Rules for isolation
Current rules about isolation are printed below. We’ve highlighted a couple of key messages for your
reference:
 If someone becomes a confirmed COVID-19 case, then that case and all other people in their
household must isolate for seven days.
 If someone else in the household then tests positive for COVID-19 during those seven days:
o the isolation period for that person only re-sets – that person must isolate for an
additional seven days from the day they test positive or symptoms begin
o other household contacts who do not test positive are still able to leave isolation after the
original case has completed their seven days isolation. This means children who isolated
as household contacts of the original case and who remain clear of Covid can return to
school after 7 days even if another household member gets Covid in the meantime.
 For the next 10 days after a household completes seven days isolation, evidence shows that due to
their exposure to COVID-19 they are less likely to catch or transmit the virus. This means:
o if someone else in the household tests positive within those 10 days, the whole
household will not have to re-isolate, only the positive case
o if someone else in the household tests positive and it has been more than 10 days since
the household completed isolation, household contacts should re-isolate along with the
new case for seven days.
o Any person who has had COVID-19 within the last 90 days/three months will not need
to isolate as a household contact unless they become symptomatic and test positive
again. This is because reinfection rates for people who have had COVID-19 are low for the
three months after they have the virus.
Remember, for calculating the isolation period, day 0 is the day symptoms began or the positive test was
taken (whichever came first). You should then count your seven days from there.

Home Learning
We send out home learning packs for children who are isolating as household contacts. We generally do not
follow up with further contact from your child’s teacher during the 7 day isolation period. You will continue
to receive normal communications from your child’s teacher and the teacher can be contacted if you have an
urgent concern or need.
We do not send out home learning for children who are absent from school as a precaution.
We encourage you to do as much home learning as you and your child can manage during the isolation
period. Don’t make it a source of greater stress for your family.
Rapid Antigen Tests (RATs)
If you need RATs we have them available for free from the school office. If needed, we can arrange to deliver
them to your home in some cases.
Getting Through the Next Two Weeks
We expect to have high rates of student and staff absences for the remaining couple of weeks of term, so
please be patient if your child’s programme seems a bit unusual at times. It’s very difficult to find relieving
teachers but we have good plans for covering staff absences and we will maintain good teaching and learning.
Vaccination Mandate and Other Restrictions
You will have heard that the government's vaccination mandate for education workers will end on Monday 4
April. We don't expect any significant changes in the short term as a result of this decision; all our staff are
currently vaccinated and boosted, including relieving staff.
The changes to Red Level settings around gatherings don't have much effect for us. We will keep our
current rules around parents/visitors coming onsite, masks and signing in at least until the end of this
term.
Remember, the final day for children this term is Wednesday 13 April.
Thank you and stay well

Peter Verstappen
Principal
peter.verstappen@wakefield.school.nz

STORIES FROM YEAR 5-6 CAMP
We were so lucky to run our year 5-6 camps at Marahau over the past fortnight, a major success for the
Karearea team. A big thank you to the teachers and parents, and special thanks to Scott Mackenzie for
loving the experience so much he stayed for all three camps!
Here’s a flavour of the camp experience from four fabulous Karearea team writers:

Camp!

By Micah Cambridge

My favourite part of room 7’s incredible camp at the stormy town of Marahau was kayaking down in the
cold and beautiful waters of the estuary. It was like a dream. I loved the salty wind raging around me
and the rain was soothing on my head.
The speed I was zooming along at was extraordinary. Us enthusiastically marching down to the kayaks,
me feeling confident, it was revolutionary.
I was ahead immediately. I was speedy and I was called a pro and a champion and the fastest kayaker
around. It was amazing.

As I slid carefully over shallow waters, I saw crabs and other small sea creatures such as urchins,
lugworms and a cockle, quietly scuttling along the seafloor to their homes in the seabed. I saw an old
abandoned boat, rotten and splintered, on the beach along with an equally old rowing boat, kayak and
paddleboard. What an adventure!
We saw seagulls and seabirds of all shapes and sizes. I think I even saw something that looked like an
albatross. What fun, what an unbelievable sight. When we got back to the wet, crumbly shoreline I cast
deep footprints as I stumbled up. I was sad so I went for a last quick swim in the crashing waves.
I was disappointed when Mr Mack told me to get out to go back to camp. It was torturing to leave the
water. I wanted to keep kayaking. It was upsetting. That is why it was the very best activity for me.

The best bits of camp.

By Elsie Walker

One of the best bits of room seven’s camp was….
the powerful water taxi. We had a long tramp in the native bush where we heard the birds cheering us
on, and we saw wekas that looked like cute brown and black fluffy puff balls, and we named one of them
Bob and another one Jemima. We trudged up hills and down dips to the beautiful golden sandy beach
of Anchorage. It was extremely tiring, and we were taking the water taxi back to magnificent Marahau.
One of the water taxis was full of cheeky boys and the other water taxi was full of lovely girls. When the
girls were getting ready on the water taxi putting on their black life jackets the boys zoomed past and
made a humongous Splash! which soaked some of us. On the water taxi we did amazing donuts that
were so speedy that we thought we were going to crash into the deep dark water. The ride was very
thumpy over the tiny waves, but when we went fast up a huge wave it felt as though we were flying
through the air and then splashing back to the ocean.
When we were about halfway through our journey we saw seals. The seals had camouflaged themselves
into the huge bendy rocks. The wavy sea was smashing against the rocks and the cute brown seals
were just resting sleepy at the top of the rocks. When the water taxi started again we zoomed back to
the shore.
When we got back to the boat ramp at Marahau the boys' water taxi was getting loaded onto a tractor
but before they got away, (to get our revenge for splashing us) we turned around and then Splashed!
The boys and Mr Mac got drenched, it was hilarious. When the blue shiny tractor took our water taxis
back to camp we pulled off our soaked life jackets and climbed down back to dry land.
What an amazing adventure we had. It was thrilling.

Camp Favourite Things… By Alex Redpath
It is hard to choose one favourite thing on room seven's amazing camp because there were a lot
of brilliant things. But if I had to choose, my favourite thing would be the broom! broom! boat ride because
we did humongous crazy jumps. We were like 1 metre off the ground and when we splashed down it
made a sound that was almost silent amongst everyone’s screams even though it also sounded loud.
We made splashes like a belly flopping dolphin. It was very scary but it was awesome fun.
The boat was speedy like a rally car and it also sounded like a racing car. We made wavy waves go off
into the distance. When we splashed the girls it was like the boat was farting water sprinkles on them.
When we were going speedy on the boat I saw a body that looked like a human body. The body had a
wet suit on it, it looked like it had drowned. We were zooming too speedily to actually see what it was.
When we did the donuts it was like we were going to tip over and it also felt like I was going to fall out
but I didn’t. When it felt like we were going to fall out I grabbed on as tight as possible and held on for
my life. When we were doing spinny donuts it looked like we were about to crash into the poky rocks.
We never did a full donut but it was still fantastic. We made circle waves go off into the distance.
When we spotted the seals they were so adorable especially the baby ones. The baby seals were called
pups.They looked like black, greyish dark rocks on real rocks but they were easy to spot.

When we got to the end, the competitive girls tried to splash us but they missed. I wanted to keep going
and I also wanted to drive back and get a better look at the ‘body’ thing I saw. We got towed by a tractor
back to camp, I don’t know what colour it was but I'm pretty sure it was green. It didn’t make much sound
because everyone was talking to each other.
I wanted to go back for another ride but sadly we went back to camp.

The best bit of camp.

By Estelle de Witt

The best bit of camp was ….
standup exciting paddle boarding. It was one of my absolute favorite activities of room seven’s
spectacular camp in the stormy town of Marahau. Most of the paddle boards were blue and black and
the two instructor paddle boards were black and red. One of the instructors had a black and white dog
called Tui on his paddle board. He was a big cute fluffy dog.
Once I knew what to do it was so easy, I stood up the whole time and I didn't fall off once. At the start I
was a bit wobbly for a while. When I tried to stand up at the start Indi Fallen kept banging into me and I
almost fell off but I fell onto my knees instead. The encouraging stand up paddle boarding teacher said
to try leaping to someone else's paddle board so me and Rata did that and it was really wobbly but we
successfully did the leap. After we successfully did the leap we went past this abandoned fishing boat
with slimy grime all over it. I was tempted to touch it but i didn’t because apparently it wasn’t the best
feeling. When we were finished I was a bit gutted but it had been an hour and a bit so I thought it was
time for the next group excited to experience stand up plastic paddle boarding. We put our sanry
sacerated stand up paddle boards just next to the concrete boat ramp and then we moved them onto
the emerald green grass. I helped Indie.B and Indi.F put their far reaching paddle board and especially
long paddles up onto the especially high and thick grass. I forgot about mine and it was floating away so
I jumped into the crystal clear water and got it onto the frosty tall grass, sadly it was time for the next
group.

SWIMMING SEASON CLOSING

The swimming pool will close for the season on Sunday 10 April.
From Monday 4 April you can return your pool key and reclaim your deposit from Kathy Ameen
at the desk outside the school office between 8.30 - 9.00am and 3.00 - 3.30pm. Keys must be
returned before 10 May to get your deposit back.
Huge thanks to the pool committee for managing a successful season, to the excellent volunteers
who did pool testing and locking up duties, to Bruce for keeping the water sparkling and heaps of
other trouble-shooting, to Milla Baldwin for cleaning and to our great pool sponsors:
Tall Poppy Real Estate
Wakefield Four Square
Bayley’s Real Estate
Property Law Centre
Wakefield Scouts
We also thank our project sponsor this year:
Network Tasman Charitable Trust

NEW STUDENTS
Welcome to new students and families, we hope you are settling in and will enjoy
your time at Wakefield School.
Bonnie Baker

SPORTS
Netball
The link to the online netball registration form was emailed out to parents yesterday. I do have hard copies
which I will give out to those children who need one. I will leave some in the office as well.
The season starts in term 2, but we need the registrations in before the end of term. Netball is open to all
year groups and both girls and boys. This year the format has changed slightly with the year 1 & 2 grade
having just the three sessions at intervals through the season. These will be free and held in Saxton Stadium.
Years 3 & 4 continue to play on either Tuesday or Wednesday, and all year 5 & 6 players will play Saturday
morning in either the 9.00am or 10.00am round.
Your child/children need to be registered by Monday 4th April. If you have any problems registering or any
questions, please contact Kathy in the library. kathy.ameen@wakefield.school.nz
Miniball (Basketball)
The registration information for this sporting code hasn’t come out yet. It is played over terms 2 & 3 and is
open to years 3 – 6, both girls and boys.
The year 3/4 leagues are held at Jack Robbins Stadium in Stoke on a Thursday afternoon and the year 5/6
league is held at Saxton Stadium on Friday afternoon/evening.
Kathy Ameen

LIBRARY
This is a reminder that you can search the library Web App from home. There is a link to the online catalogue
on the Wakefield School Website. You can browse the books and make a selection which you can email
through to me if you have to isolate at home.
Book Bags
All students should be using a book bag to transport library books to and from school. These can be purchased
from the office for $5.50
Parent Books
We do have a small supply of books for parents. I am happy to add parents to our database so you can use
the library as well as your school aged and pre-school children.
Kathy Ameen

Kindo – School Payments Online

PTA FUNDRAISER

IMPORTANT DATES

08th April

PTA Sausage Sizzle – 12:30pm – 1:30pm

10th April

Swimming Pool Closes

11th April

PTA AGM Meeting 7pm

13th April

Last Day of Term 1

14th April

Teacher Only Day

15th April

Good Friday

02nd May

Term 2 Begins

COMMUNITY NOTICES

NELSON SUBURBS FOOTBALL CLUB
SCHOOL HOLIDAY PROGRAMME
Great news!! We are pleased to announce that we will be running another one of our fabulous school holiday
programmes in APRIL. Our holiday programmes are very popular so be sure to get in early and register. Details
are as follows:
“EASTER” SCHOOL HOLIDAY PROGRAMME (3 DAYS)

WHEN: TUESDAY 19TH – THURSDAY 21ST APRIL 2022
WHERE: Saxton Field
TIME: 9.00am-12.00pm
AGE: 7-14 year olds (Boys & Girls)
COST: $35.00 per day (admin fees apply)
PLEASE NOTE: Girls have the option to be part of an “All Girls” group.
Please visit our website www.nelsonsuburbs.co.nz to REGISTER. Click on Programmes and scroll down to
Holiday Programmes.
Please note – payment must be made to complete the full registration process.
For further information please contact Sandy on 0275525668 or at sandy@nelsonsuburbs.co.nz.

__________________________________________________

Table Tennis School Holiday Program 2022
April Tuesday 19th, Thursday 21st, Tuesday 26th and Thursday 28th.
09:30 – 12:00 at Saxton Table Tennis Stadium.
Cost is only $15 for all 4 sessions or $5 per session as you please.
A fun balance of learning to play, skill development and learning the Table Tennis Pathway.
Bats and balls provided, but you can bring your own if you prefer. Bring something to eat and drink for a short
break at half time.
For further information, phone Paul 022 394 0829.

Wanderers Sports Club is taking registrations for rugby. We welcome boys and girls between the ages
of 5 and 13 to join us for the 2022 season. Children in Under 6 and Under 7 will play rippa rugby, a
non-tackle format of rugby. From Under 8 we move to tackle rugby.
To register or learn more visit www.wandererssports.co.nz.

Tapawera Netball Club (TNC)
2022 Season

Players need to be registered as a player online through the NZ online agency called Sporty
our link is below. Look for Tapawera Netball Club not TAS. After the registration date has passed,
Management will sort out the teams. You will be contacted by your coach.
http://www.sporty.co.nz/tapaweranetball/Registrations-1/tab1
We are a community Club, not a school Club. The Club can accept players from other schools, also homeschooled students. Teams are open to 5yr Old- to Secondary students. If an interest for a Social Adult team.
Register as well. Boys can play from 5 years to 15 Years old. Games for Mother Earth Future Fern Yr1-4 is on
either a Tuesday or Wednesday after school. See Nelson Netball link below for more information.
http://www.nelsonnetball.co.nz/Home-1/Home2
Junior Information;
Mother Earth Future Ferns (Years 1 & 2) Introduces Netball to 5-6 year olds. The aim is to develop
fundamental movement and basic Netball skills. The focus for this age group is on ‘exploring’ Netball. It
allows players to catch, pass, and shoot from day one, providing a fun introduction to Netball. Junior coordinators/ star helpers are on court to guide and assist. Nelson Netball will provide equipment. Trainings are
not required.
Mother Earth Future Ferns (Years 3 & 4) The focus for this age group is on ‘learning’ the basics of Netball. It’s
designed to be fast and fun, maximising participation and touches of the ball. With modified equipment and
less players on the court the game is less complicated. Coaches are allowed in their attacking end and guide
both learns. Nelson Netball will provide equipment. Trainings are not required.
Mother Earth Future Ferns (Year 5 & 6)The 6 v 6 game is fast and provides players with lots of touches on
the ball to enhance skill development and enjoyment. With only three positions on court it means the game
is less complicated for children and easier for coaches to ensure that the players learn the skills relevant to all
positions and provide equal opportunities.
The fees have been set and advertised on the Sporty page.
You also can access the link through our TNC Facebook page.
Parents are the Coaches and/or Managers
Susan Fenemor (President) 0275224009 evenings
sfenemor@tapawera.school.nz
Tanya Higgins (Treasurer/Vice Pres/Sporty Admin/Face Book Admin)
tarnhiggins@hotmail.co.nz
Lisa McGaveston (Secretary)
eieio75@hotmail.com

