
 

Issue 03 – 03 March 2021 
 

 

 

PRINCIPAL 
 

 

Kia ora, 

 

Do you want Wakefield School to include year 7/8 classes? 

 

As you may already know, the Ministry of Education (MOE) is reviewing the school network in the 

Richmond/Waimea district to manage existing congestion at some schools and future growth across the 

region.   

 

The review proposes several options: 

 
 

All options are open for consideration at present, the MOE declares no preferences, and more than one option 

could happen.    

 

As you can see, option 2 is to ‘recapitate’ some of the local primary schools - in other words, to add year 7-

8 to these schools.  These are called ‘full’ primary schools. Last week the Wakefield School board of trustees 

met with MOE staff and were told that this option is open to us if our community wants it. 

 

So, the board needs to know from you if you want our school to become a full primary.  Last November most 

parents who attended a meeting to talk about this agreed that it’s a good idea, but that was a small group 

and now the board wants bigger discussion about this. 

 

Change of some sort will happen, because without it Waimea Intermediate will soon grow well beyond its 

present 650 students, placing more pressure on their facilities and the transport network in Richmond.  So 

make sure your voice is heard when the board of trustees asks if you want your child to attend Wakefield 

School through to year 8. 

 

 
 



Here is some information to help your thinking: 

1. In many parts of New Zealand full primary schools are the normal way of doing things.  This is true 

of all the schools in the Motueka area, for example 

2. Being a full primary means the children have a single transition in their compulsory schooling, from 

primary to secondary, rather than the present two transitions via the Intermediate 

3. Becoming a full primary school would mean losing the option of our children attending Waimea 

Intermediate 

4. Becoming a full primary would mean our children would no longer attend a very big school during 

years 7-8, with all the pluses and minuses of that 

5. Becoming a full primary school would mean we provide a full year 7-8 curriculum, including the 

technology options currently available at Intermediate.  This might be through bussing our children 

to a separate technology facility or teaching these subjects on our site 

6. Becoming a full primary would add another 80-90 students to our school roll.  At the moment we have 

enough classrooms to accommodate this growth 

7. In discussions among the boards of the schools named in the MOE proposal (Brightwater, Ranzau, 

Hope, Appleby and ourselves) it seems most of them like the idea of becoming full primary 

schools.  Having other full primaries around us would set up opportunities for shared sports 

competitions, outdoor education and other activities 

8. Becoming a full primary school would mean our children not bussing to school until they start College. 

 

As you begin to think about this proposal you may have more questions than answers; that’s okay, there will 

be opportunities to find out what you need to know to make the best decision for our children.   

 

The MOE wants us to decide our future in the next few months, so be prepared for the board of trustees to 

make contact shortly about how they will manage the consultation.  In the meantime, if you want to talk 

about it contact a board member or myself. 

 

Have a good week, be Covid-wise.     

 

 
 

 

Peter Verstappen 

Principal 

peter.verstappen@wakefield.school.nz 

 

 

 

NEW STUDENTS 
 

 

Welcome to new students and families, we hope you are settling in and will 
enjoy your time at Wakefield School. 
 
Saige Cambridge 

Mackenzie Gardner 

Ayla Pyers 
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FROM OFFICE 

 

 

School Apps 

Don’t forget to set up the Skool Loop App to keep in touch with school events and notices.  This is especially 

important as a lot of Covid 19 information will be relayed through this App. 

 

You can also set up a Kindo account to keep track of your child’s school account.  See more information below 

on both these Apps. 

 

Discovery Time 

Discovery time will start back on Wednesday’s when we return to Covid19 Level One. 

 

Absentees 

Please note that if your child is absent for the roll and we haven’t heard from you as to why they are away, 

despite trying to make contact with you, your child will be marked truant.  Any student marked truant may 

potentially be contacted by the Ministry of Education. 

 

Update Contact Information 

Please remember to let the office know if you have changed address or mobile phone number. 

 

  



 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



Kindo – School Payments Online 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 

 

SPORT 
 

 

We have had a bit of a rocky start to the sporting year. Due to Covid-19 and the return to level 2 we have 

had to postpone the Wakefield School Triathlon to next Friday 12th March. 

 

If we remain in level 2 we will make a decision as to whether we run this event or not. It may have to be 

run in a modified form to accommodate the rules around Covid-19 level 2.  We will email further 

information and post this information on the school Facebook page once we have a clearer picture of what 

is happening next week. 

 

We have teams now entered in Cricket, Mini Football, Rippa Rugby and Volleyball this term. At this stage, 

all will continue to operate under Covid-19 level 2 restrictions except for the Mako Rippa Rugby. 

 

Wakefield Swimming Sports 

This event involves Years 4 – 6 (and very capable year 3 students). We are scheduled to run the swimming 

sports next week, Thursday 11th March. The swimming starts at 9.15am and will continue through to 

around 1.00pm with a break for morning tea around 10.30am  

 

Order of Events 

 

9.15am 

 Freestyle development length (demonstration - for swimmers who can’t quite swim a 

length, but don’t need a flutter board) 

 1 length flutter board (demonstration) 

 25/50m Freestyle 

 

Morning-tea 

 25m Backstroke 

 25m Breaststroke 

 75m Medley Open 

 6x25m Freestyle Relay 

 6x25m Medley Relay 

  

Swimmers can opt to swim either 25 or 50m freestyle, but not both. 

 

Waimea South Cluster Swimming Sports 

The top swimmers from our school event will go on to represent Wakefield School at this event which is 

scheduled for Wednesday 17th March. Swimmers will be notified which events they will be swimming in. 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 
IMPORTANT DATES 

 

 

 
 
 
 
  

 Please Note:   
Some school events may change due to Covid-19. 

11th March Wakefield School Swimming Sports 

12th March Wakefield School Tryathlon 

 

14th March Weetbix Tryathlon 

16th March Celebrate Science 

17th March Waimea Cluster Swimming Sports 

18th March School Photos 

15th March Online Safety Meeting – 7-8:30pm 

22nd March Safe Stopping Distance Demonstration 

24th March Junior Kiwisports 

24th March Board of Trustees Meeting 

01st April Teacher Only Day – School Closed 

2nd April Good Friday – School Closed 

05th April Easter Monday – School Closed 

06th April Easter Tuesday – School Closed 

16th April Nelson/Marlborough Kids Lit Quiz 

16th April End of Term 1 

03rd May Start of Term 2 



 
 

 
COMMUNITY NOTICES 

 

 
 

 
 
 Want to make a real and positive difference to your community? 

 Enthusiastic, committed with a can-do attitude? 

 A desire to learn new skills and volunteer in the community? 

If this sounds like you, and you are over the age of 18, come along and attend a free full day Psychological 

First Aid (PFA) or Essential First Aid course provided by NZ Red Cross.   

PFA is the mental and emotional equivalent of medical first aid. It provides initial emotional and practical 

support to someone who has experienced a traumatic event – either a large-scale disaster or a personal 

traumatic incident.  

The Essential First Aid course will cover primary assessment, CPR (all three age groups), AED, choking, 

bleeding and shock, fractures etc and medical conditions. 

These two courses are being funded by Nelson Tasman Emergency Management and aimed at those in the 

community who wish to become an effective volunteer within a Civil Defence Centre (CDC) providing a hub 

for welfare and information services in an emergency.  Later this year there will be further training offered 

on how to activate, structure and set up a CDC. 

 

The courses will be held at the Wakefield Fire Station as follows: 

Psychological First Aid – Saturday 6 March – 9.00am-4.00pm 

Essential First Aid – Sunday 7 March – 8.30am-5.00pm 

 

You will need to bring your own lunch.   

 

Registrations are required for these courses.  If interested or for further information please contact Elspeth 

Everitt: 

 

Ph. 021541824 

Or email: elspeth@okacottage.co.nz for registration by the 01/03/2021 
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Wakefield 
 
Wakefield Playcentre wants to plant some fruit and nut trees. 
This little food forest will help feed our community while 
teaching our tamariki about growing food.  

 

Playcentre graduates will be invited to plant a tree. Old graduates will plant a tree (in the 
area in brown) in a big planting ceremony; new graduates will add their tree (up to the 
boundary in yellow) when they leave to start school. This way, the forest will also be a 
celebration and a legacy for our tamariki.  

The Wakefield Playcentre community will be supported to mulch and maintain these trees 
by Tasman District Council. Wakefield School is keen to be involved. 

TDC will also build a path (in grey, with a swale in green for drainage) across the often-
boggy grass between the school gate and Faulkner’s Bush reserve. The spot is used for 
school pick-ups and we think a new bench seat in the shade will be useful for parents, 
especially those with babies.  

Most of the land is part of Wakefield Playcentre’s title (the black line) but it is currently 
used by the whole community.  

We would like your feedback. Do you support this idea? 

Scan the QR code or email wakefield@playcentre.org.nz 
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