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PRINCIPAL 
 

 
Kia ora! 

 
Managing the Alert Levels 

Thank you for your support during alert level two.  We appreciate your consideration around keeping children 

home if they are unwell, respecting our requests to drop off and pick up children at the school gates and 
keeping up your children’s good habits of self-care to manage coughs, sneezes and runny noses.   

 
Like you, we are hoping for a return to level one after this weekend, when we can return to greater normality. 

 
Fireflight! 

As you know, we’ve had to make some changes to our programmes at alert level two.  Sadly, one of these 
is to cancel public performances of our show, Fireflight!  The good news is we are video recording the in-

school performances today and tomorrow and you will be able to watch it shortly.   I encourage you to make 

a movie night of it, watch the show with your children and family, and enjoy the huge effort and massive 
talent that has gone into creating and performing Fireflight!  It’s the children’s story and they tell it well.   

 
Pet Day  

As we’re likely to continue moving in and out of different Covid alert levels for the foreseeable future we are 
reviewing our timetable of major events.  We have, very reluctantly, decided to cancel pet day this year.  This 

decision will be disappointing for some, but would be much more so if we had to pull the plug close to the 
day. 

 

Gala 
Better news is that the PTA has decided to press on with planning for our gala on Saturday 7 

November.  The focus will be on having a fun, affordable community event, with fundraising a lower 
priority.  Thanks to all who have offered to help, more help is needed so contact the school office and join 

our amazing gala team.   
 

Parent Workshop 
You will have already seen an invitation to this special Covid workshop for parents/whānau, but here’s a 

reminder to get your name down: 

In these difficult Covid times do you notice your child is getting grumpy, that small things become big issues, 
that your tried and true parenting strategies are wearing thin? Hold tight, help is on the way.  See more 

information later in this newsletter. 

And finally, some lovely learning… 

Through all the drama of Covid our children continue to flourish in their learning.  Here are two delightful 
tales from young writers who are just discovering the power of a good story.  Enjoy. 

 
Peter Verstappen 

Principal 

peter.verstappen@wakefield.school.nz 
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The Taniwha by Macie 
Once I was at home in my bedroom.  I was playing with my teddies.  But then I 

heard a noise outside.  It sounded like a dying bird. 
“Aagh! What’s that noise?” I said 

So I stopped playing with my teddies and since I had my PJs on I slipped into my 
pants and jumper.  I crept outside, step by step.  I heard that noise again.  This 

time it said, “I shall take over the world!”  it said in a dark, damp voice.   
It was doing something to my favourite picture!  Wait!  Something got into my 

head.  What if it was the taniwha from last time?  So I got my Nerf gun and I crept 

into the cave where the taniwha was.  Then I yelled, “hands up double doody!” 
“My underwear,” said the taniwha.  And just like that, bam! In a flash of lightning 

he turned to dust. 
Then my cousins Oliver and Jack came racing out of the house.  “What have you 

been doing?” they said.   
I said, “Oh, I was just playing with my underwear!” 

 
Banana Boy by Adelaide 

Once upon a time I went to the jungle, but everything was made out of 

Gummies.  My brother was with me and he said “yummy!” 
I said, “do not eat them!” but it was too late, he already ate them. 

I looked at him, he had got turned into a banana Gummy. So then I ate him!  
Then I went home.  My mum said, “where is your brother?” 

I said, “I ate him”. 
My mum said, “what do you mean?” 

“I, oh well, he turned into a banana and I ate him.” 
“I don’t know what you are talking about.  Where is your brother?” 

“In my tummy!” 

“Hmm, now go to your room!” 

 

 
Peter Verstappen 

Principal 
peter.verstappen@wakefield.school.nz 

 

 

 

EXCITING WORKSHOP OPPORTUNITY 
 

 
In these difficult Covid times do you notice your child is getting grumpy, that small things become big issues, 

that your tried and true parenting strategies are wearing thin? 

  

Hold tight, help is on the way.  We invite you to a special once-only workshop: 

  

Help! My child is crabby (and so am I…) 

  
Date: Thursday September 10th 

Time: 2pm- 3pm 

Venue: Wakefield School Library 

  

This fun and practical workshop will explore how we can be positive in tough times and support our loved 

ones to do the same.  Find out about deliberate ways to strengthen resilience and wellbeing for yourself, your 
children and whānau. 

Learn about 

●      The role of positive emotions and how to grow them 
●      The benefits of noticing and naming our emotions: self-awareness and the langu 
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age to back it up 

●      Our brain biases: am I naturally a glass half empty or half full, and why does it matter? 
●      The power of reflection and gratitude: the good vibe of thankfulness. 

  

This 1hr workshop will be led by Ara Simmons, positive psychology practitioner and certified coach from 

CORE Education Ltd, Auckland.  Ara is working with our staff this year to support our school-wide focus on 

wellbeing.  We think you deserve the chance to benefit from her knowledge and advice.  

Childcare will be available. A notice is coming home today.  

 

LIBRARY 
 

 

Despite the restrictions placed on us due to being in level 2, we still had a 
very successful book week. The theme this year was “The Jungle” and we 

had lots of fun decorating the library. This year we introduced some 
changes, some of which worked and we will probably use next year and 

some which weren’t quite as successful. 
 

The students really enjoyed parading through Faulkners bush and the 

village, instead of around the hard court and the book exchange was a huge 
success. As well as that we had the usual Brucie’s Big breakfast for our 

senior students and lots of competitions running in the library throughout 
the week. 

 
The whole school lit quiz was held by zoom this year and the winners have 

all received prizes of new books.  There were also book prizes for the 
winners of the various competitions. 

 
Thank you, parents, supporting book week and the Scholastic Book Fair, 

which we ran with a few changes. We managed to raise over $700 in 
rewards points which we will use over the course of the next 12 months to 

purchase new books for the school library and prizes for our holiday reading 
challenges. 

 
Using the Library Remotely 

In other words you don’t have to be physically in the library to browse the library books. Our library catalogue 
is on-line.  

You can look for a specific title, an author, series, or subject by logging onto our Web App. The link is on our 

school webpage or click here,  Wakefield School Library 
 

During lockdown we were able to issue books to students and their families who wanted new library books. 
Students and parents searched  the Web App for the items they wished to have issued and emailed their 

choices to Kathy Ameen in the library(kathy.ameen@wakefield.school.nz). 
 

The majority of the older students are able to use the Web App to do a book search and we have a visual 
search for our younger users. There are also links to other resources such as author web sites, data bases, 

and other libraries.  

 
 

 
SPORTS 

 

 

It has been a very frustrating time for our budding sports stars with many of our inter-school tournaments 
postponed or cancelled. Please check the School Calendar for updates on dates. We try to get messages out 

there through our school Facebook page and the Skool Loop app.  
 

We are starting to get information through for the school sports leagues which will be running in term 4. This 

information will be posted on the Skool Loop App later this term with the registration options. The sports 
which will be available are volleyball (Yr 3-6), mini football (all), cricket (all), touch rugby (all). 

 

https://aiscloud.nz/WKF00/#!dashboard
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FROM THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

 

 
Ahoy 

  
For those of you who I haven’t had the chance to meet yet my name is Dane 

Boswell, I am a new member to the Board of Trustees having been asked to 
come on board to fill a vacancy at the beginning of this year. 

  

I come from a High-Performance sporting background, having represented 
New Zealand Internationally as a Rower and now have shaped a career as a 

Financial Adviser. For the last 5 years my family has been lucky enough to 
call Wakefield home. I’m married to Anna and our eldest daughter Zoey (7) 

has attended Wakefield School for the last couple of years, we also have two 
other children Bonnie (3) and George (nearly 1) who will be lining up here 

when their time comes. 
   

As a board, we are excited about working alongside Peter and his team and 

welcome your thoughts or comments – you can reach me 
at dane.boswell@live.com   

 
 

 
FROM THE OFFICE 
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FROM THE PTA 

 

 
 

 
 
 



 

 

 
IMPORTANT DATES 

 

 

  

 Please Note:   
Some school and sports events may change due to 

Covid-19. 
08th September Coronation Forest Tree Planting 

09th September Rippa Rugby Tournament – Henley School 

09th September Wig Wednesday 

10th September Rippa Rugby Tournament Postponement Date – Henley School 

11th September Wakefield School Disco – 6pm–7:30pm 

15th September Yr 3&4 Hockey Tournament – Saxton Hockey Pavilion 

16th September Yr 3&4 Hockey Tournament – Postponement Date 

16th September WIS Parent Information Evening for Yr 6’s – 7pm WIS Hall 

21st – 25th 
September 

Scooter and Cycle Safety Week 

22nd September Yr 5&6 Hockey Tournament – Saxton Hockey Pavilion 

23rd September Yr 5&6 Hockey Tournament – Postponement Date 

23rd September Board of Trustees Meeting – 5:30pm 

25th September End of Term 3 

12th October Start of Term 4 

20th October Yr 6 Students Orientation at WIS – 1:30 – 2:30pm 

23rd October Teacher Only Day – School Closed 

26th October Labour Day – School Closed 



 
 



 

 

TASMAN DISTRICT LIBRARY 
 

 

Tasman District Library 
Things to remember when visiting your library during Level 2: 

·   Libraries are public buildings so we need to keep contact tracing information – you can scan the 

COVID Tracing App, scan your library card or give us your contact details 

·   To keep you safe and allow physical distancing we need to limit the number of people in the 
building.  Visiting solo is best but if you are with your family please stay together in your bubble during 

your visit 

·   High school / college aged students can visit the library.  All of our younger borrowers need to have 
an adult with them during their visit 

·   Due to physical distance requirements and keeping customer visits to 30 minutes the library won’t be an 

all-day hangout option for the teacher only days next week 

·   At the moment the library isn’t the best place to use as a meeting spot when collecting your child after 

school/work.  Due to limiting numbers you or your child might not be able to access the library at the 

same time 

·   Check the library website www.tasmanlibraries.govt.nz to receive up to date information about the 

library’s opening hours, events or to access e-resources, place holds, renew items, or order a Book a book. 

Thank you for your support. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

BRIDGE VALLEY HOLIDAY CAMPS 
Our camps are a great place for people to grow and try new things in a safe environment. We have two 

'Army' themed camps coming up these school holidays. Along with activities, wide games, mainstage, and 
fun leaders, everyone will get a free round of laser tag for this camp only! 

Army Camp for ages 8-11: 28th Sep - 2nd Oct 

Special Forces Camp for ages 11-13: 5th - 9th Oct 
Register at www.bridgevalley.co.nz or email holidaycamps@bridgevalley.co.nz with any questions. 
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NELSON SUBURBS FOOTBALL CLUB 
SCHOOL HOLIDAY PROGRAMME  

  
We are pleased to announce that we will be running another one of our fabulous school holiday programmes 
during the next school holidays.  Our holiday programmes are very popular so be sure to get in early and register.  

Details are as follows: 

 Ages:  6 - 13 yrs, boys and girls  
 Date:  MONDAY 28th – WEDNESDAY 30th SEPTEMBER  2020  
 Time: 9am - 12pm   
 Venue:  Saxton Field  
 Price:  $25 per day 
 Head Coach:  Ryan Stewart (Skippy) 

 
 

Please visit our website www.nelsonsuburbs.co.nz to REGISTER.   
  
Payment must be made directly into our bank account - Nelson Suburbs FC, Westpac, Nelson - 030703 
0354112-02.  Registration is not confirmed until payment is made. 
  
For further information, please contact Sandy on 0275525668 or at sandy@nelsonsuburbs.co.nz. 
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