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WAKEFIELD ROAD CROSSING IMPROVEMENTS
Hi my name is Jenny Lines and this is Rebecca Dephoff, between us we have 7 active kids under the
age of 10. We both live on the North side of Wakefield and cross SH6 by foot on a daily basis, to get
our children to and from Wakefield School. We are here today representing a growing group of
concerned citizens who agree that the pedestrian crossings we have at the moment, are no longer
adequate for the increased volume of people and traffic in the village.

Visibility:
We currently have 3 pedestrian refuge crossings, with the highest volume of pedestrians using the
crossing adjacent to Arrow street.
•
•

They all lack adequate signage; the Faulkner’s bush crossing has none and the one adjacent
to Pigeon valley only has a bike crossing sign.
There are no yellow lines on the shoulder of the road beside the Arrow street crossing, so
cars that park by the curb obscure vision.

•

Beside this same crossing, there is a large Camelia tree in a paddock on the north side of the
road. It creates constant shade on the footpath making it hard to see children crossing over.
In winter this stretch of the footpath gets icy. We have tried talking to the owners to ask if
we could trim it, or even better remove it and they have not been obliging.

•

None of the crossings feature bollards on the footpaths and the Tactile Pavers have faded.
These could be painted or re-coloured to be more eye-catching.

Size:
Of the 3 crossings available, only the one positioned by the end of Pigeon Valley is an adequate size
to fit a small family.
•

•

The crossing most commonly used to commute to school is the one adjacent to Arrow
street. The refuge is not deep enough to contain a full-size mountain bike, neither is it deep
enough for a mother to stand behind her pram. The width of the refuge is only 2m, so this
means I can not fit on it with my 3 children if they all have their bikes.
An average log truck is 2.45m wide, they are travelling at 50kms only 1m away from the
Arrow street refuge as pictured below. This is clearly legal, but it certainly does not feel safe
when you are holding a small child’s hand.

•

The smallest pedestrian crossing we have is by the entrance to Faulkner’s bush, this one
measures only 1.7m X 1.7m and is positioned right at the 70km sign. Due to size and speed,
this crossing is far too dangerous for a family to use.

Safety:
•
•

•

•

There are many families in our community who won’t let their children walk to school
because they need to cross the main road, so instead they drive them every day.
Because the crossings are so open, many children forget to stop in the middle to re-assess
the 2nd side of the road and carry on straight through. I have seen many a car having to slow
down quickly, or parents grabbing a child and yanking them back. This is all the more
frightening when a fully laden log truck is coming around the corner.
On a daily basis there are log trucks, transport trucks, container trucks and cars towing
caravans travelling past the refuges at 50km per hour, this creates large wind suctions which
leaves the person waiting on the refuge feeling very vulnerable.
Our local constable Jamie White will often show a presence near the Arrow street crossing at
3pm, which automatically slows the traffic down. This is certainly helpful, but is not a longterm solution.

Improvements we need:
To improve the current crossing options, we would greatly benefit from one of the following
changes, especially for the Arrow street crossing….
1. A longer “S” shaped refuge with a cage to contain the pedestrians in safer more effective
way. This will help reduce the chances of a child being about to run straight through, it will
allow more room for bikes and mobility scooters. Tahuna crossing below for example.

2. A zebra crossing, as seen on the same SH6 in Murchison, Richmond and Tahuna.
3. An electronic speed change sign, during high volume times like before and after school.
4. Or the Gold Standard option: an underpass situated up near the old weigh bridge by the
Village Green. The Great Taste Cycle trail crosses over this part of the road and this is also
where the railway reserve ends on the North side of Wakefield. It’s an ideal path for
children to walk to school and for the elderly to come and go from the rest-home.

Any of the options above, would still need to be supported by improved signage and visibility.

Community Growth:
•
•
•
•

The North side of the village is growing rapidly, the new Eden developments subdivision off
George Fyfe way has 36 new lots, with more to come in Stage 3.
The land right down to Bird Lane on the North side has been re-zoned rural residential.
The Great Taste cycle trail runs through the centre of the village and this has seen a huge
increase in cyclists crossing over the main road as well.
Wakefield is an attractive place for young families to live, as it is more affordable than other
areas.

Funding:
•

Could there be money available from the Development Impact Levies paid on all the new
sections off George Fyfe Way? The definition of a Development impact Levy on your
website states:

It is a charge levied on new developments e.g. subdivision and buildings. They are used to ensure that
those who create additional demand on Council’s infrastructure contribute to the extra cost that they
impose on the community rather than the general ratepayers.
These contributions are related to the provision of the following Council services; Water supply,
Wastewater supply, Stormwater supply and Transportation.
•

Or could we be potentially eligible for the NZTA innovating streets for People fund? The
definition of this fund states:

To support communities their towns and streets in ways that allow more people to move around
safely and create interesting spaces for people to enjoy…

Support:
•
•
•

•
•

•

Wakefield School are very invested in this call for an upgrade. Our Principal Peter
Verstappen has been present at all our meetings and included in all our correspondence.
We have hundreds of signatures from our local communities – I will attach copies.
Wakefield school is working with Clare Scott from Easy Street Cycling, who is educating and
empowering the students to use active travel options to and from school – For the children
who live on the North side of the village this is currently difficult to participate in!
The Wakefield Council are behind us and have submitted their own letter of support
Jamie White our local community Constable has also submitted his own letter of support.
He has been going out of his way to try and keep the kids safe while they use the current
crossings.
Warren Solly from SOLLY’s Transport has also been present at our meetings and says his
drivers agree, there needs to be some improvements made to increase the crossing visibility.

Summary:
There is no “other” way around this busy road, SH6 literally cuts our village in half. It is an issue for
all residents, but particularly children and the elderly. We desperately need your help, to create a
safer connection between the 2 sides and bring our community together.

Thank you for your time.

Jenny Lines
Community Representative

