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PRINCIPAL

Kia ora!
Bruce’s Breakfast Bash Blitzes Book Week
One of the highlights of our annual book week is Bruce’s Breakfast Bash, where Bruce our awesome caretaker
hosts breakfast for Year 5 and 6 children and shares some of his favourite stories and a few tips on the joy
of reading. Planning for this morning’s breakfast started last week when Bruce caught a tasty wild pig and
turned it into a load of scrumptious sausages. He had the barbie set up outside the library at 7.30 this
morning and the sausages cooked when his eager audience turned up at 8.15. Meanwhile Kathy Ameen
baked muffins and pikelets, buttered bread and plundered our stock of tomato sauce bottles, so the feast
was set for about 40 children who turned up for breakfast and stories.
Bruce talked to the children about how he wasn’t a great reader and writer at school, but realised he needed
to do both if he wanted to achieve his goals in life, like becoming a beekeeper, learning how to shear a sheep
and build his own house. He read one or two of his favourite pig hunting stories and shared stories of some
kiwi women and men who have done great things by setting goals and really going for it.
Bruce’s breakfast bash is a favourite part of book week. Thanks Bruce!
And thanks to our families for supporting book week. Yes, we’ve had to make some restrictions to the way
we run the book fair under Covid level two, and Friday’s book parade will take to the streets so our audience
can enjoy it even when we can’t let them into the school grounds, but the enthusiasm among the children is
as great as ever. A big thank you to Kathy Ameen and the student library team for their creativity and
dedication to make this event a success.
Covid Level Two - Making It Work for All
At this stage we know we’re in level two for another week, so thank you for following these expectations:
 Drop offs and pickups at the school gate only
 Visitors who need to enter the school grounds sign the register near the carpark entrance and use the
QR code at the front desk. We encourage all parents to download the NZ COVID Tracer App
 Keep children at home if they are sick - if in doubt check with the teacher or school office but it’s
better to be more cautious at the moment
 Keep using good hand hygiene and cough and sneeze etiquette
 Keeping the appropriate physical distance from others
Some school activities are cancelled or modified:
 Assemblies, kapahaka and choir will not be held at level two
 The Fireflight! production for senior children has been put back to 2&3 September and will be
confirmed once we know what level we will be in after 26 August. If we cannot perform the show to
a live audience, we aim to video it and put online for your enjoyment.
 Most sports tournaments have been postponed or cancelled
Thank you for your support, patience and kindness through this time.

Cell Phones and Smart watches at School
We have had a few recent incidents of children bringing cell phones and Smart watches to school, so please
remember that your child does not need a personal phone at school. We have plenty of computer devices
for accessing the internet in a safe and managed way and adequate contact with families via the school office
and teachers. Please support this policy by checking that your child is not bringing a personal phone to
school.
This policy does not override our Bring Your Own Device programme where children in years 4-6 can bring a
computer device from home for their personal use at school. Devices must be ones that use the internet
through our managed network, for security reasons. Check with your child’s teacher if you are interested in
this.
Scooter and Bicycle Handlebar Grips
We’ve noticed some children using bikes and scooters at school that don’t have rubber handlebar grips. This
is a potentially serious safety risk so please ensure your child’s scooter and bike have good grips.
Thank you and enjoy your week
Peter Verstappen
Principal
peter.verstappen@wakefield.school.nz

FROM THE OFFICE
Found Gloves
These gloves have lost their buddies. If you
recognise them, you can pick them up from the
school office.

FROM THE PTA

IMPORTANT DATES

Please Note:
Some school and sports events may change due to
Covid-19.
19th August

Board of Trustees Meeting – 5:30pm

25th August

Yr 5&6 Hockey Tournament – Saxton Hockey Pavilion
Fireflight Performances at School - TBC

01st September

Yr 3&4 Kiwisports

02nd September

Yr 5&6 Kiwisports

09th September

Rippa Rugby Tournament

11th September

Wakefield School Disco – 6pm–7:30pm

15th September

Yr 3&4 Hockey Tournament – Saxton Hockey Pavilion

16th September

Yr 3&4 Hockey Tournament – Postponement Date

16th September

WIS Parent Information Evening for Yr 6’s – 7pm WIS Hall

22nd September

Yr 5&6 Hockey Tournament – Saxton Hockey Pavilion

23rd September

Yr 5&6 Hockey Tournament – Postponement Date

23rd September

Board of Trustees Meeting – 5:30pm

25th September

End of Term 3

