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PRINCIPAL

Ka puta Matariki ka rere whānui
Ko te tohu tēnā o te tau e!
Matariki reappears, Whānui starts its flight
Behold the sign of the new year!
Matariki, as I’m sure your child will explain, is the Māori name for a constellation of stars that appears
briefly at this time of year on our NE horizon just before dawn. Elsewhere the constellation is called the
Pleiades, Seven Sisters or, in Japan, Subaru (you can see this in the Subaru car logo). Matariki is visible
just for a couple of weeks before the tilt of the earth’s axis once more obscures it from our view. This
marks the middle of winter and the traditional New Year in Māori society. It is becoming increasingly
popular as a focus for mid-winter celebrations throughout New Zealand, another step along our journey to
true nationhood.
Today - Thursday 27 June - we are celebrating Matariki at Wakefield School with a special assembly
showcasing children’s learning about this unique event, with performances, art displays and stories, hosted
by the lovely Year 1-2 children from kereru team. The assembly starts at the earlier time of 2.15pm and
we hope you will join us.
Matariki celebrations will continue on Friday for the senior kapahaka group attending the first Waimea
Kāhui Ako Culture Festival. The festival brings together all 12 schools in our Community of Learning (Kāhui
Ako) at Waimea College. Our children will perform for the other schools and participate in a massed group
song. Unfortunately there is not enough room for parents to also attend this event but you can watch our
performance at our school assembly tomorrow.
Mid-year reports and learning conferences - a new look
On Friday you will receive your child’s mid-year report (except for some of the newest entrants) and an
invitation to a learning conference. You will notice some changes to the report, with more information
about how your child is going with our STAND values, with science/arts/PE/social science, and a greater
student comment.
For the learning conferences this time we are trialling not including the children; just parents and
teachers. We will continue to hold parent-teacher-child conferences at the start of the year and we
welcome your feedback about this approach.
Have you booked your learning conference??? No??? Do it now - follow the instructions below.
Remember the learning conference is a crucial part of the reporting process - you are expected to attend.
Have a beaut week
Peter Verstappen
Principal

PARENT/TEACHER LEARNING CONFERENCES

Parent/teacher Learning Conferences
Monday 1 July & Tuesday 2 July
At the end of this week you will receive your child’s mid-year report. We expect you will find our new
report format clear and informative.
As you know, the second part of the reporting process is that you attend a short (10 minute) learning
conference next week with your child’s teacher/s.
Please note that we are trialling a new learning conference format next week that involves
just parents and teachers – not students.



The purposes of the learning conference are:
To talk about your child’s progress and achievement, including areas of strength and improvement.
To discuss how you can support your child’s learning at home.
To make a booking online please follow the instructions below:
The website will be open for bookings until 12:00pm on Monday 1 July 2019.

1.

Go to the website www.schoolinterviews.co.nz

2.

The unique Wakefield School code is:
njyz8

3.

You will need to enter;
 Parent/Caregiver Name
 Email address (if you have one)
 How many children you are booking for
Student(s) Name
Yr Level
Teaching Team
Select which day/date you would like and the time.
Note: If you do not receive the confirmation email in your ‘inbox’ please also
check your ‘junk folder’ as the filters on your computer may not recognise the
email.
To make a booking if you do not have access to the internet:
If you do not have access to the internet at home you are welcome to phone the school office on 541
8332 between 8.30am – 3.00pm to arrange a booking.
If you need to bring your child to school while you attend the learning conference the library will be
open for children to use. A staff member will be available to supervise children during the evening
session on Tuesday.
We look forward to seeing you next week.

FROM THE OFFICE
We have had quite a few cases of flu going through the school recently along with other viruses. Please
see the advice below.

WAKEFIELD SCHOOL AND COMMUNITY SWIMMING POOL

The Wakefield School and Community Swimming Pool are looking for new members to join our enthusiastic
team. Our next meeting is Monday the 1st of July in the school library at 6:30pm. We usually meet once
a month and are a relaxed but committed group that help keep our pool running over the summer months.
So if you or your kids enjoy using the pool, come along and get involved in this fantastic community asset.

FROM MATAI TUI 4
Room 4 would like to thank Jenny Lines and her helpers for teaching us how to plait fabric and create this
lovely colourful mat with some beautiful cushions for our library corner.

FROM LIBRARY
Holiday Reading Challenge
We are running a reading challenge over the holidays for all students. Reading logs can be collected from
the library next week. Please encourage your child to read and to enter their books into their reading log.
All reading logs returned to the library will go into the draw for a $20.00 Paperplus voucher or book.
Overdue Books
Please return all overdue books to the library. Invoices will be sent out next week for any books that are
still overdue.

WAKEFIELD SCHOOL KIDS REPRESENT ... AGAIN
Sunday 16th June was the NMTB Club Mini DH at The Redwoods (Brook Valley).
Supporters were blown away with the amount of Wakefield girls and boys, not only entering, but podium
placing, most in their 1st ever MTB event! and a challenging downhill one at that!
Results:
Under 9 Male

Riley Heyward - 2nd place (1st mtb race)

Under 11 Female

Morgan Wells - 1st place - (1st mtb race)

Under 11 Male

Jude Malham - 1st place
Harley Heyward - 2nd (1st mtb race)
Kayden Thompson - 3rd (1st mtb race)
Callum Gusette - 6th (1st mtb race)

Under 13 Female -

Edie Lloyd - (1st mtb race)

Cluster Cross Country
On Tuesday 18th June we sent a team of 32 runners to the cluster cross country competition at Rabbit
Island. Our runners did really well and we placed 2nd in the team event overall.
Individuals who placed were.
Paige Nieman
Tait Best
Luyando Mayaba

-

3rd in the Year 6 Girls
2nd in the Year 5 Boys
1st in the Year 6 Boys

Thank you to all the parents who took transport and supported our runners at this event.

Start of the Year 6 Boys

IMPORTANT DATES

26th June

BOT Meeting – 5:30pm

27th June

Matariki Celebration

28th June

Waimea Kahui Ako Cultural Festival – Waimea College

28th June

Regional Cross Country

1st July – 2nd August

Mobile Dental Bus at School

1st & 2nd July

Learning Conferences

5th July

End of Term 2

22nd July

Start of Term 3

30th July

WIS Visiting Yr 6 students

105
NZ Police recently launched a new non-emergency number, 105. We’ve done this to make it easier to get
hold of us in the event of non-urgent situations or ‘Things which have Already Happened’, which don’t
require Police assistance immediately.
You can call us on 105 for all non-emergencies, or you can go online at 105.police.govt.nz to report things
like:





Lost property
Theft for a public place or car
Intentional property damage
Or to get an update or add info to a previous report

In the event of an emergency, always call 111 - Things that are Happening Now.

