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PRINCIPAL
Hello to our community, family and friends,
As I write this our children are limbering up for the school cross country. I notice cross country is one of
those events that polarises opinion: you either love it or hate it. As a runner myself for nearly 50 years I
don’t claim to understand those who say they hate cross country, but what I do appreciate is that when the
whistle blows to start the race I know every child will try their best, at least for the first few hundred
metres, and in trying their best some children will discover qualities in themselves that they didn’t know
they possessed.
A few will experience the satisfaction of winning and good on them for that; most will experience the
winning feeling of doing their best. I know that feeling well - I’ve never won a race in all my years of
running, but I’ve had huge pleasure in giving it my all, achieving a personal best or simply enjoying
working my body hard. I hope our children also discover these fundamental pleasures.

OUR SWIMMING POOL IS GOING SOLAR!

After much research the swimming pool management committee has decided to convert the pool from
diesel to solar-generated electrical heating. This is a huge leap forward for our community pool, cutting
running costs and being environmentally sustainable. The plan is to install three heat pumps, hopefully by
the beginning of the next swimming season. Initially we will run them from mains electricity and in 2020
install solar cells on the roof of the hall that will generate most of the electricity to run the heat pumps.
When the pool is closed the electricity generated by the solar cells will be diverted to the school.
It’s an exciting project, the biggest improvement the pool has seen since the roof structure was built in
2003. We estimate the cost will be around $110,000 so our focus now is on fund-raising. Already we have
had a generous donation of $10,000 from the Harcourts Foundation and commitments of another $40,000
from the pool committee’s reserves and the board of trustees. We hope to raise the rest through
donations, grants and this year’s school gala.

WAKEFIELD SCHOOL GALA
Speaking of the gala…
The PTA and pool committee are combining to host the gala on Saturday 9 November We hope it will be
a real community effort with everyone stepping up to help out this year. More information to come, but first
we need people to fill these roles:
GALA COORDINATOR
FOOD COORDINATOR (to organise the food stalls at the Gala).
Please help! The gala is our major fundraiser and brings a lot of pleasure to our families and
community. A few hours of your time will make a world of difference to the success of the
event. You will enjoy being on the inside of this excellent event. Volunteer now: contact the
school office or the PTA: Kate Robinson 03 541 8714 or kt.robinson@gmail.com, or Chris Gaul
021 771 403.

CAR PARK AND DROP OFF ZONE
Are you managing the school car park? Thank You!!
A big thanks to you if you are following our car park rules before and after school. If you’re not following
the rules, it’s simple:
DO NOT PARK IN THE YELLOW DROP-OFF ZONE
The drop-off zone is just a pull-through, kiss-’em-goodbye and keep moving. At the end of the day don’t
hang around in the drop-off zone hoping your child will appear on cue.
If you park in the drop-off zone the traffic piles up and we have the extremely dangerous situation of
children moving among vehicles with tense and frustrated drivers - a recipe for a serious accident. We
know it’s less convenient to have to park your car and walk to meet your child but a few minutes of your
patience helps avoid traffic congestion. Don’t become the cause of an injury to a child - please follow the
rule.

MID-YEAR REPORTS AND LEARNING CONFERENCES
Mid-Year Reports and Learning Conferences - A New Look
Shortly you will receive your child’s mid-year report and an invitation to a learning conference. You will
notice some changes to the report, with more information about how your child is going with our STAND
values, with science/arts/PE/social science, and a greater student comment.
For the learning conferences this time we are trialling not including the children; just parents and
teachers. We will continue to hold parent-teacher-child conferences at the start of the year and we
welcome your feedback about this approach.
These changes are part of a review of assessment and reporting that we started last year when National
Standards were removed. Many of the ideas came from a series of meetings with a parent focus group and
thanks to those people for their input and commitment.

AUCKLAND STUDENT VISITS
Visiting Student from Auckland
Recently we hosted a visit from Ashleigh, a year 6 student
from West Auckland, and her teacher, who were visiting the
region as guests of Mayor Richard Kempthorne. During the
fire and evacuations last term Ashleigh contacted the Mayor
to offer support and went on to organise a mufti day at her
school which raised several hundred dollars for the Mayoral
Relief Fund. We were pleased to show our thanks to
Ashleigh with a Local Hero award and a tour of the school by
Charlotte, Ruben and Tommy.

STUDENT COUNCIL BAKE SALE FUNDS
Student Council Distributes Bake Stall Funds
Last term the student council raised nearly $900 with a bake
stall and face painting event to pass on to agencies that
were important in the fire and evacuation. Here Ella and
Hannah from the council hand a cheque for $280 to Fritz
Buckendahl of the Wakefield Fire Brigade. Local police and
the Salvation Army receive the same amounts, with the
police donating their share to the Community Council to help
fund CCCTV cameras in the village. Well done to the student
council!!

The student council’s next fundraiser is Wig Wednesday, 19 June. Come to school in a wig or
whacky hair with a gold coin donation for Child Cancer. Prizes for best wigs and whacky hair.
Have fun and help a good cause
Peter Verstappen
Principal

WAKEFIELD SCHOOL CROSS COUNTRY RESULTS

1st

New Entrants Boys New Entrants Girls Year 1 Girls

Year 1 Boys

Tane McKenna

2nd Cruz Bayliss
3rd

1st

Alexander O’Brien

Briar Gray

Zoe Baldwin

Kurt Dobson

Alaska Allan

Caitlin Reid

Mack Bradley

Zoe Mackenzie

Lily Robinson Tristan Bootwright

Year 2 Girls

Year 2 Boys

Year 3 Girls

Year 3 Boys

Zoe Malham

Levi Roach &
Grace Dephoff Riley Heyward
Cooper Mc Donald

2nd Kadie Robinson Zak Beaumont

Shelbi Cowe

Liam Horner

3rd

Tayla Olaman

Liahn McKenna

1st

Indie Beer

William Robinson

Year 4 Girls

Year 4 Boys

Year 5 Girls

Year 5 Boys

Eva Lloyd

Kick Sohl

Jinty Baldwin

Tait Best

2nd Isla Amosa & Lucy Robinson Harley Heyward Ava Lausen
3rd

1st

Lochlan Gaul

3rd

Zoe Wadsworth Kayden Thompson

Year 6 Girls

Year 6 Boys

Lilly Robinson

Luyando Mayaba

2nd Paige Nieman

Dylan Bell

Jacob Horner

Keira Ann Harris & Hannah Granger Pascal Schneider

IMPORTANT DATES

18th June

Cluster Cross Country

19th June

Wig Wednesday

19th June

The Tortoise and the Hare – Matai and Toroa Syndicates Only

20th June

Cluster Cross Country Postponement Date

26th June

BOT Meeting – 5:30pm

27th June

Matariki Celebration

28th June

Waimea Kahui Ako Cultural Festival – Waimea College

28th June

Regional Cross Country

1st July – 2nd August

Mobile Dental Bus at School

1st & 2nd July

Learning Conferences

5th July

End of Term 2

22 July

Start of Term 3

Bridge Valley Holiday Camps
This winter, here at Bridge Valley, we have our Medieval Madness themed children’s camp from 8th - 12th
July. Our children’s camps are a fun and safe place for children to grow in all areas. We have many
exciting activities at Bridge Valley, such as laser tag, rock climbing, archery, air rifles, zipline, and more!
Overnight Combined Camp: Ages 8-13
Blast Day Camps: Ages 7-13
We would love to see you here. Register on our website or contact
us for more details.
www.bridgevalley.co.nz
holidaycamps@bridgevalley.co.nz

