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PRINCIPAL

Dear Parent, Families and Whanau
Among the many leadership opportunities your child has at Wakefield School is the student forum. This is
a meeting I have once a term with the student council and about 20 other children (different people each
time) where we answer three simple questions:
•What’s going well at school?
•What could be improved?
•How will we improve it?
I always start by reminding the children about things around school that are the result of ideas from the
student forum. You may be interested to know that all these ideas came from the students: the obstacle
course, being allowed to climb trees, more play time down the bank, Milk in Schools, tyre swings, sandpit
toys.
Yesterday, here’s what the children say are going well (remember, some of the children are just 5 and the
focus can be very much ‘what’s on top’ at that moment):
What’s going well at school?
Tyre Swings
Climbing trees
Pump Track
Playgrounds
Making Easter bunnies
Sharing huts down the bank
Staying in the lunch area
Sports
Being kind
Showing respect at assemblies

T-ball
Less rubbish
Sharing toys
Helping

Stick play
Being kind
Less bullying
Obstacle Course

What could be improved?
We accept all the ideas, big or small, weird and wonderful. Here’s what came up yesterday:
More drinking fountains
Fix up netball and basketball hoops
Fix up ripped soccer net
Have less rubbish
Pump up balls in sports shed
Make school bells louder - can’t be heard in some places
More green line climb trees
More shade areas and rain shelters
A scooter park - with some easy and hard obstacles
An area of long grass to play in
Get rid of roots in the sandpit
More M-Bots and other things for coding
More picnic tables in eating area
Get rid of wasps

What a great list of real, sensible and ambitious ideas.
The most important part of the conversation is the final question:
How will we improve it?
I always tell children; ‘don’t just bring your problems, bring your solutions’, and yesterday they had some
very practical, and some less practical, ways of solving the problems; ranging from talking to Bruce or
other staff members, to fundraising, to getting alongside the PTA or board of trustees. Or, if all else fails,
give the job to me.
So that’s all for this newsletter - I’ve got work to do!
Remember to support the student council’s bake stall and face painting on Friday to raise money for the fire
brigade, police and Salvation Army as a thank you for saving us from the Pigeon Valley fire.
And have a gentle, restful and rejuvenating holiday break.
children this term.

Thanks for all your efforts on behalf of our

Peter Verstappen
Principal

BOARD OF TRUSTEES SURVEY
The lucky winners for completing our Board of Trustees Community Survey are ....
1st Draw $100 grocery voucher is number 67. - Collected
2nd Draw $50.00 grocery voucher is number 48. – Still to be Collected
3rd Draw $50.00 grocery voucher is number 36. - Collected
Ticket number 48 has not yet been collected. Check your tickets and bring the winning ticket to the school
office to receive your grocery voucher from Wakefield Four Square.
Thanks to everyone who filled in and returned their survey.

FROM WAIMEA INTERMEDIATE SCHOOL

Parents and caregivers of Year 6 students will receive Trustee Election nomination
papers from Waimea Intermediate in the next month or so. An intermediate school
board of trustees is elected by parents of students enrolled at the school AND parents
likely to be enrolled at the intermediate school in the year after the year the election is
held. Any parent/caregiver living within the intermediate’s enrolment zone will be
eligible.

POOL KEYS TO BE RETURNED
A friendly reminder that all pool keys need to be returned to school by the 10 th of May to receive your
$20.00 bond. Please drop keys into the school office between 8:30 and 3:00pm. Thanks

KINDO

School payments online
Our Kindo online School shop is our preferred method of payment for your child’s school expenses, and we encourage you to set
up your family account today. It’s easy, convenient, open 24/7 and available on our school website.

New Users
Creating an account is easy!
Scan the QR code or visit our school website – and select the new users option to register.
All you need is the email address the school has on file for you.
You only need to register once, then its simply a matter of logging in with your email address and password.

Existing users Already have an Ezlunch of Kindo account?
Simply login at www.mykindo.co.nz with your email and password and click on the ‘Fees and
Donation’ service to link your students to our school records and view your family account.

Payment
There are a number of ways you can choose to top-up your account, and this can be done either at
the checkout, or by selecting the ‘top up account’ option.

Internet Banking No fees. Allow 1 day for processing.
POLi

No fees. Instant transfer. **RECOMMENDED**

Credit/Debit Card

50-cent charge + 2.5% fee. Instant transfer.
Visa / MasterCard / American Express / China UnionPay available.

Shopping
From your personalised account, you can choose to pay the full amount by clicking ‘+’ next to the
item or make a part payment, by changing the amount before clicking the ‘+’.

For an optional item,

click on your child’s

initial next to the item to add it to your cart.
Once you have finished adding items to your cart you can select

Then simply click at
the checkout and you’re done!
Your order will automatically go through to the school, and you will receive an email receipt confirming your payment or top-up!

Need assistance?

Call the Kindo helpdesk on free phone 0508 4 KINDO (0508 454 636).

SAVE TIME - PAY ONLINE

SPORTS
Congratulations to all our students who played a summer sport for the school during term one. There were
a variety of sports on offer and a large number of students playing, from New Entrants through to Year 6
students.

The Wakefield Tigers ( Yr ½ Mini Football Team)
Winter Sports Leagues: Netball & Miniball (Basketball)
Thank you to everyone for getting their registration forms back on time. Netball teams must be registered
by this Friday but Miniball registrations are due at the beginning of next term so there are still spaces in
both these leagues at the moment.
Next term we will begin training for the School X-Country. The dates for the cross countries are on the
calendar. Please ensure your child has appropriate footwear to run in. Students build up gradually, but will
by mid-term be running most days.
This year we intend to make the years 4, 5 & 6 all run the same length of 2km. They will still run in their
year groups but the course will be further than previous years for the years 4.
Sports Uniforms
If you have a Wakefield school jacket, sports top, Netball or Miniball uniform on loan from the school please
return it to the office or library ASAP.

The Wakefield School Year 1 & 2 teams who played during the half time break at the
Tactix Game at Trafalgar Stadium

Sports Fees
All summer sports fees must be paid now. If you haven’t received an invoice then contact the office.
Players will not be able to play Netball or Miniball for the school unless they have paid last years fees.
Nelson Schools Cross Country League 2019:
(This is a Saturday competition which runs over May)
Saturday 4th May - Rabbit Island (western end), 3 pm first race starts
Saturday 11th May - Branford Park, 3 pm
Saturday 18th May - Rabbit Island (western end), 3 pm
Saturday 25 May - Tahunanui Beach (next to Roller Skating rink), 3 pm
Grades:
Primary Years 1-3 (+ pre-schoolers): Boys race and girls race - 1 km
Primary Years 4-6: Boys race and girls race - 2 km
Intermediate: Boys race and girls race - 2.5 km
College: Boys race and girls race - 3 km
Schools may send any number of runners they wish. Children do not need to be affiliated to a school
and do not need to attend all races.
Trophies will be awarded at the end of the four races.
Registration:
Pre-registration is preferred due to the sheer number of children but children can sign-in on the day from 2
pm. Pre-registration is via nelsoncrosscountry@gmail.com
Details needed are:
 Name
 School (or home school)
 School Year (NOT age)
A race number will be sent by return email. The number must be written on the back of the left hand with
marker pen so it is visible to recorders at the end of the race. Registration only needs to occur once as each
runner uses their unique number for the whole series. Pre-registered runners do not need to sign in on the
day.
Runners participate at their own risk.
Voluntary gold coin donation per family per race would be gratefully appreciated. This is to assist with race
expenses and any left over will go towards the inter-regional cross country team. To be paid on the day.
Further information, race results and any cancellations (unlikely except in the event of extreme and/or
dangerous conditions) can be found on our facebook
site https://www.facebook.com/groups/1718343551777300/ Race results will also be sent out to the
schools each week. We also have a website https://sites.google.com/view/nelsoncrosscountryleague.

LIBRARY
We are running a Holiday Reading Challenge for all students. Pick up a reading log from the library and
record the books you read over the holidays. Return your form to the library at the beginning of next term
to go in the draw to win a $20 paper Plus Voucher.

IMPORTANT DATES

12th April

Student Council Fundraiser – Bake Sale/ Face Painting 12:30pm – 1:20pm

12th April

End of Term 1

29th April

Start of Term 2

10th May

Disco

17th May

Kids Lit Quiz – Yrs 6-8, Nelson Intermediate 10-1pm

21st May

Waimea/Richmond Rippa Rugby Tournament – Henley School

22nd May

BOT Meeting – 5:30pm

23rd May

Waimea/Richmond Rippa Rugby Tournament – Postponement Date

18th June

Wakefield School Cross Country – 10:30 – 12:30pm Faulkner Bush

21st June

Wakefield School Cross Country – Postponement Date

26th June

BOT Meeting – 5:30pm

2nd July

Cluster Cross Country

4th July

Cluster Cross Country Postponement Date

5th July

End of Term 2

22 July

Start of Term 3

